KNOW BEFORE YOU GO CHECKLIST
FORPHOTOGRAPHERS

BEFORE ANY CONSULATIONS OR CHATS:
Know your budget (total budget:$ ) (photo budget:$ )

Do you have a certain photographic style you are drawn to? If so,
what is it? (Check all that apply.)

Traditionall__] Colorful/Vibrant|__|Light & Airyl _|Film-Like[ | Matte

Sepia (or Vintage)__| HDR (High Dynamic Range)[__|Damaged Look

Muted Colors| [Monochromatic| | Black & White

Candid/Photojournalistic| |Posed

Know your wedding date:

#1 #2 #3 #4

Photographer name?

Associate photographer’.{? I No 0 No ] No 0 No
Starting price?

Military discounts? [IYes [1Yes [Yes [1Yes
First responder discounts? Clyes CdYes Clyes ClYes
Mult. events same day’?(@ [J No ] No ] No ] No
Mult. events same week? 1~ [ No [1 No 1 No [1 No

Hours of coverage?

Offers written contract? C@ (dYes (IYes CYes IYes

Deposit policy?

Cancellation policy?

Refund policy?

Payment plan?

Gallery delivery time?

Less than 1 month? [IYes [1Yes [JYes [1Yes
Offers printed product?

Has backup plan?

Can you meet them? @ [Yes []Yes [JYes [1Yes
Do they have an office? [OYes [JYes [OYes [JYes
Wedding date available? LlYes Clyes Llvyes [lvYes
Price of wanted package? @

Includes # of hours?

Incl, 2™ photographer’?@) Clyes Clyes Clyes Clyes
Incl. assistant? @ [OYes [JYes [OYes [JYes
Avail for rehearsal? ClYes ClYes [IYes [1Yes
Inc. engagement sess.? [IYes [1Yes [Yes [1Yes
If not, how much?

Inc. bridal sess.? [IYes [IYes [IYes [1Yes
If not, how much?

Incl. digital gallery? [IYes [IYes [IYes [IYes
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Sticky Note

Sticky Note
Will the photographer I'm speaking to shoot my wedding, or will they send an associate photographer (someone else)?

Sticky Note

Sticky Note
Does photographer shoot multiple events on the same day or on the same weekend? How will that affect the quality I receive from them? How will that affect their energy levels and the ability to perform at their highest for me?

Sticky Note

Sticky Note
If this answer is not yes, I would suggest ending your meeting now and not considering this photographer for your event.

Sticky Note

Sticky Note
Every photographer should have a detailed plan on what should happen if they become too ill to shoot your wedding, pass away, or have an unexpected family emergency.

Sticky Note

Sticky Note
Ideally, you want to meet face-to-face before you wedding to make sure you enjoy your photographer's company, but if that isn't logistically possible, a Facetime or Skype session is highly recommended.

Sticky Note

Sticky Note
Even a very small, intimate wedding needs a second shooter. You never know when equipment will malfunction or someone will step in front of your lens. Plus, it's always super nice to have two different perspectives of one moment for story-telling purposes.

Tammy Blalock
Sticky Note
Is the gallery delivery time less than one month? The average time in the San Antonio area is about 3-4 months, but this is way too long in my professional opinion.

Tammy Blalock
Sticky Note
How much does the package (and any additional add-ons that you want cost)?  What is the total price to receive everything you want from this photographer?

Tammy Blalock
Sticky Note

An assistant is a third member of the photo team to help carry bags, secure equipment, move lights, fluff the dress, etc. Makes it much easier to meet all the demands of the wedding timeline.

Tammy Blalock
Sticky Note
 A digital gallery is your Online ability to view and/or purchase your photos.


#1 #2 #3 #4

Incl. thumb drive? ClYes ClYes [IYes ClYes
Incl. cloud storage’?@ Clyes Clyes Clves Clves
If so, how long?

Incl. printing permission? Clyes CdYes Clyes ClYes
Limits # of images? @ [1No [1No ] No ] No
Incl. album? Ovyes CYes Oyes Cyes
Limited lifetime guarantee?(@ [OYes [OYes [JYes [dYes
Design art is stored? [JYes [CYes [dYes [JYes
How many pages?

How many images?

Hotel stay required? [INo [INo [INo [INo
Mileage fee? [ONo CINo CINo I No
Timeline assistance? CYes [JYes [IYes [IYes
Shoots prefd style? [Yes [Yes [dYes [dYes
Backup equipment? [dYes [JYes [dYes [JYes
Insurance? [dYes [dYes [JYes [JYes
Pro Certifications? [Yes [JYes [1Yes [JYes
Awards? [OYes [JYes [OYes [JYes
Professional orgs.? [IYes [1Yes [JYes [1Yes
Website? [dYes [dYes [JYes [JYes
Positive online reviews? [dYes [JYes [JYes [JYes
Has responded timely?( %) [JYes [CYes [Yes [JYes
Full-time? [IYes [IYes [IYes [1Yes
How many years?

How many weddings?

Shot at my venue? [Yes [dYes [dYes [JYes
After a meeting:

Did they listen to me? [dYes [JYes [dYes [JYes
Do | like their work? [JYes [JYes [JYes [JYes
Envision myselfinimages? j?) [1Yes [1Yes [JYes []Yes
Did | feel a connection? [lYes [1Yes [IYes [IYes
Enjoy their personality? [dYes [dYes lYes [JYes

Does anything we
discussed cost extra?

Notes:

Positivity Score @ 0 0 0 0
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Sticky Note

Sticky Note
Some photographers limit the number of digital images they deliver with the gallery. Ask to make sure this is not the case for any photographers you are considering.

Sticky Note

Sticky Note
Some photographers limit the time your digital gallery is available for viewing and charge extra to extend this time. Make sure to ask.

Sticky Note

Sticky Note
It's very important that in addition to receiving your high-resolution digital jpegs/images and the permission to print them, that you also receive the high-resolution artwork for your wedding album (used to layout the pages). This way, you can always make additional copies in case there is ever a need, i.e. natural disasters, loss, multiple children, etc.

Sticky Note

Sticky Note
The way someone has responded to your inquiry and communications before you hire them is a clear indication as to how they will respond once they have been hired. 

Sticky Note

Sticky Note
Can you easily envision yourself and your partner in their images?

Sticky Note

Sticky Note
This number will give you a cumulative score to compare photographer vs. photographer. Generally, the questions you answer Yes and No to are considered desirable.

Highest score is 42.


Tammy Blalock
Sticky Note
Sometimes, cloud storage is used in lieu of a thumb drive. Cloud storage is much more reliable than a thumb drive since there is no chance for corruption. Be sure to ask how long you will have access to this cloud storage.

Tammy Blalock
Sticky Note
This refers to any printed products you are receiving or purchasing.
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